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* It was many years ago, when | accompa-
nied Sartes—my teacher, in those days—on
his final expedition to the ruins of a library in
the Calin desert. This library seems to have
been part of a vast building complex, once
situated in a beautiful oasis. One night, while
| was sleeping, Sartes discovered an artifact:
an old manuscript, by complete coincidence,
as he later assured me. And when we returned
to our home country, he gave me the artifact
as a gift. And | promised him,to fulfill his wish:
immediately to begin filling in the gaps, where
possible in the partly fragmentary text, to
translate it into our common language, and to
publish it. — Here, | must inform the reader
that | have not been able to gather any infor-
mation about the manuscript's author and the
date of origin. Furthermore, | could not find
out the sources of the given quotes. In con-
trary to Sartes, | tend not to believe that the
old document represents real events. In this
subject matter, the reader may decide him-
self, if he would rather opt for Sartes' position
or for mine. Unfortunately, he was sent to
exile a short time after| had finished my trans-
lation, and | have never heard of him again.
But | hope, he will be able to see that his dis-
covery is finally published.
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